 Is TITHING Called-for Today?
This Old Testament Institution is largely disregarded in the modern religious community, but is the New Testament as silent as many allege regarding the continuance of the Tithing System under the New Covenant administration?
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If there’s a question having a greater interest level with most religious people, it might be difficult to find.  Except perhaps for questions relating to one’s personal salvation, this item is likely to rank rather high on most peoples’ list.  Questions involving our pocketbooks tend to draw our rapt attention.
This is a question we must all face and resolve in our own minds.  The majority position holds that Tithing was strictly an Old Testament institution, and is not incumbent upon Christians today.  This  is comforting to those not accustomed or inclined toward giving more than token amounts.  It is correctly noted that Tithing was administered by the Levitical Priesthood, and with the demise of that order, many take comfort in the commonly accepted conclusion that the practice also became passé, not having any legitimate ongoing basis. The question is, is that conclusion correct?

Can We Know For Sure?
It would be of great comfort if New Testament Scripture were to address directly all our questions as to exactly what is discontinued under the New Covenant, and what is not.  The problem is the seeming absence of our questions being raised in the pages of Scripture, let alone being answered.   Unfortunately, in some areas, we are left in the position of having to deduce answers.  Some even deduce answers when there is no need to!  On the Sabbath question, for example, one place where a specific mention is made, it affirms that “Sabbath-keeping remains to the people of God” 
  Hardly suggesting a discontinuance!   Similarly, on the tithing issue, the Scriptures are far from silent.  One notable passage leaves a substantial impression that the tithing institution itself remains, though subject to different legal administration.
A Study Paper on the subject of Tithing, published by the United Church of God addresses this key question, one raised by so many, especially since the breakup of the WCG organization in the mid 1990’s.   The question it addresses is whether or not the Old Testament Tithing Laws are applicable today under the New Covenant.
On the first page, the following statement is made: “However, some have doubts about whether Christ’s words have application today. They wonder if Jesus’ approval of tithing was given only because the Jews were under the Levitical adminis-tration of the law, and because the Temple was still standing and the Levites and Priests were still in authority.  They question tithing being a present-day responsibility, because the Temple no longer exists and its priesthood and sacrificial laws have been superseded.”
Another recent independent publication that I receive, responds to the question of a reader, “Do you collect tithes?”, in this way. “We do not collect tithes from God’s people. Since the Levitical Priest-hood does not exist today, we do not believe that anyone in the Sabbatarian Church of God today is authorized to collect tithes or command God’s people to pay tithes to any person or organization.  Also, the record of stewardship for the use of tithes in the modern era of the Church of God is a rather poor one.  (Many will agree with that observation!) Unfortunately, few if any in responsible positions have taken the rap for being poor stewards. … In addition, the ministry at large in the Church of God are not descendants of the Tribe of Levi.  Jesus was not a Levite, never collected tithes from His follow-ers and never commanded His disciples to do so either,”… (This poses some basic points that warrant further comment later on.)  That writer then continues on with the subject of freewill giving. 
So, we see the position mentioned at the beginning of the UCG Study Paper clearly expressed in this independent publication.  We will, undoubtedly, encounter this opinion among many in the Church today. 
Is tithing required today?  And, why do people ask this particular question?

This UCG Study Paper considers many New Testa-ment passages in explaining the subject, but makes only nominal reference to the passage in this article and without identifying where it was taken from! 
A Most Definitive Answer.
There is a significant passage in the New Testament that does address this question directly and quite thoroughly.  We need to consider it carefully. This passage of Scripture, twenty eight verses long, is directly pertinent to this question.  It was written some thirty years after the founding of the New Testament Church, to a tithing-oriented people shortly prior to the fall of Jerusalem, the destruction of the Temple and the effective end of the Levitical Priesthood.   The main context of this passage is tithing!   It uses the word directly seven times in nine verses, indirectly another eighteen times in ten verses!  Anyone reading it would HAVE to con-clude that the subject of this passage is tithing, by such frequent mention.  So, why would anyone bypass this passage when discussing the subject of tithing?
The passage being referred to here is in Hebrews chapter 7.   This epistle was written to a generation very much acquainted with the practice of tithing.
This was written to them just before their entire religious order was to be overthrown:  That occur-ring in 70 AD:  The fall of Jerusalem to the Romans and the destruction of the Temple effectively ending the Levitical Priesthood as a functioning system.  This demise was then imminent.

Interdependent Contexts!

What we need to note is that this passage is not only specific to the subject of tithing, but it also presents tithing in superimposed contexts.  That detail is not so apparent to the casual reader.  There is the prime context of tithing, however, there’s also a secondary context, that of the Melchizedek priesthood and the related implications of that, with even a third context, addressing the issue of legitimacy to serve in a priestly or a ministerial capacity.
Tithing is mentioned, using the word directly, seven times!:  Verses 2, 4, 5, 6, 8 and verse 9 twice.  

Melchizedek, the one to whom Abram paid tithes, is mentioned fourteen times!   Verse 20 of chapter 6, then verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 15, 17 and 21, directly by name and indirectly by personal pronoun.  Now, it should be remembered that when you mention Melchizedek to a first century Hebrew, the mention alone would automatically implant a suggestion of tithing.  If someone were to mention in conversation the name of Mickey Mantle, the hearer would automatically think of baseball or home runs or the Yankees.  If the name of Alan Greenspan were to come up, the hearers would likely think of the economy or of interest rates.  These peoples’ names conjure up in our minds the activities we naturally associate them with:  The things for which they are well known.  

To these Hebrews, the mention of Melchizedek would automatically cause them to think of tithing. They regarded themselves as being the sons of Abraham, 
 and Abraham tithed to Melchizedek! 
 They tithed also because Abraham did.  To the Hebrew, Melchizedek was the original and most famous tithe-receiver. But then, in verse 22, the writer blends Melchizedek into Christ, and refers to Christ thereafter as being this Melchizedek!  Not without good reason.  Christ is our High Priest, of the Melchizedek Order.
  The Melchizedek Priesthood was PRIOR to and of HIGHER Order than the Levitical Priesthood.  The implications here are potent with respect to institutional permanency!
But, here’s the thing:  Tithing is mentioned directly as the prime context, but also indirectly by numer-ous references to Melchizedek, the One with an original claim to the receipt of tithes!  Those tithes were, for a time, authorized to be received by Levite Priests, yet with the Levites remaining in continuing subordination 
 to the Melchizedek Order!
But, there’s another not so subliminal context here in Chapter 7.  That third sub-context addresses the legitimacy issue.  This chapter addresses itself to the question of who may legitimately receive tithes.  Legitimacy is addressed in verses 1 to 4, verse 6 and verses 8 to 9.  It clearly establishes that the Melchizedek Order now can legitimately receive tithes on account of a CHANGE of the LAW! 
  The Priesthood is CHANGED!   This point is made in the middle of the primary context of tithing!  There is a change of the Law!  WHY would such a statement be made, if such a Law was here being abolished, or if it had been abolished in the previous generation?  (Remember, this was written three decades after the cross!)  Why would the writer make such a laborious point of the Law being changed, so that someone NOT of the lineage of Levi could receive tithes, IF IN FACT tithing had previously been, or was here being “done-away”?  
This is the key issue to keep in mind when studying Hebrews 7
The Change Effected What?

This change of the Law considers WHO can be a Priest.  Specifically, who can receive tithes.  It is not suggesting the Law itself is being discontinued!

Note that!   The question being addressed by this passage is the issue of legitimacy!  We should also note that this chapter, while addressing itself to the question of who can legitimately receive tithes, does not here pointedly impose the requirement that we pay them!  Legitimacy to accept them is the issue being dealt with here, not anyone having authority to IMPOSE them!   (Did the Levites impose them? Did they have squads of tithe police?)
By the fact that the question of requirement is not addressed here, we can conclude that it wasn’t the question being asked.  That question is of modern origin!  The question addressed in Hebrews 7 isn’t, “Are we required to pay God tithes?”,  rather, it’s, “Where do we pay them now?”  Is it legitimate that we pay tithes to the Church ministry?  (Of course, that puts on us the obligation to prove who God’s True Servants are!)
We need to recognize that Hebrews 7 does not present the “change of the Law” in the context of any exclusive legitimacy to serve or to preach.  You would think that would also be a question.  The fact that it isn’t is also revealing.  The legitimacy of Christ’s New Testament ministry is not under question.   What did need to be answered was the question of whether or not it was proper for them to receive tithes that previously was the Levite Priests strict and exclusive right.  This transfer of right effectively endorses the legitimacy of the New Testament ministry!
So, with this, we have a definitive answer to both considerations posed above.  1.) Are tithes required of us today?, and  2.) Do we need a Levitical Priest-hood thru which to pay them?   We need only to read.  If the practice of tithing had ever been discontinued, even practically, then there’d be no need at all to address the question Hebrews 7 does!  

Many people put tremendous stock in the existence of the Levitical Order.  Some even hold that the whole fabric of God’s Moral Law was voided when the veil in the Temple was torn, failing to realize that the Levitical System was a temporary insti-tution, set-up to prepare
 , protect and convey an emerging Spiritual Nation thru to its reversion to that original and superior Spiritual Office, that of Melchizedek, (Christ, our present High Priest.). 

Being that God, the Author of Hebrews, 
 presents 

His basis for the perpetuation of tithing upon the reversion to the Melchizedek Order, it shouldn’t be something we take lightly. That reversion took place in a series of events generally corresponding to those which began when Abraham tithed. 
    1. The New Covenant was pronounced at Passover,    at a date and time generally corresponding to the verbal pronouncement of the Covenant to Abraham, at night, the beginning hours of the 14th day of the first month. 
 
   2.  The death of God’s Paschal Sacrifice, at a date and time corresponding to Abraham’s “horror of great dark-ness”, 
 which occurred in the afternoon of the 14th ,
 and also when the veil was torn, 
 allowing Saints direct 

access into the Holy of Holies and to the Mercy Seat.
   3.  Christ’s completed burial, 
 effectively affirming His death, corresponding to the Maledictory Procession, which took place just at dark, beginning the “Night to be Much Observed”, the onset of the 15th, the ‘morrow after the Passover’. (On the anniversary of which Israel began the Exodus, 430 years later, and on which they ended it, by first partaking of the produce of the promised land, exactly 40 years after that. (Ex. 12:42 and Jos. 5:11) 

   4. The formal presentation and acceptance of the Son of Man before the Ancient of Days, on Wave Sheaf Day, the Sunday within the Days of Unleavened Bread, at which Christ was restored to His pre-incarnate Power and Glory. 
  His resurrection occurring about the time the wave sheaf was cut and His presentation about the time the Priests waved the sheaf!  (His first day being resurrected being also Day 1 of the count to Pentecost.)
   5. Formal announcement to all eleven disciples of His having been given “all power in heaven and on earth” on the mountain in Galilee, along with charging them with the “Great Commission”, some time on or after the 8th day following Wave Sheaf. (Mat.28:7&16-20, Mk.16:7.)

   6. Christ’s ascension from the Mount of Olives near Bethany to God’s Throne, to become enthroned and to begin officiating 
 at God’s right hand on Day 40. 

   7. The Outpouring from God’s Throne of God’s Holy Spirit on Day 50, the Feast of Pentecost, officially begin-ning and empowering the New Testament Church Era.

These established the change of God’s Priesthood.
Who Is Abraham’s Seed?
“If you are Christ’s, then are you Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise.” …”if you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham.” 
  Abraham tithed.  Would his true seed do less?  Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek, not to Levi!  Would we be misdirected to also pay tithes in Christ ( a Priest forever after the order of Melchi-zedek
 ), thru His true representatives? This is what Hebrews 7 establishes.  The institution of tithing no longer requires any Levitical representation. 
Prove Me Now Herewith.
But, are we commanded to tithe?  (An overlay to 
the original question.)   Or, is just giving sufficient? 
Well, did anyone command Abraham to tithe?  
When we recognize the dynamics of what took place, it should be apparent that, although tithing became codified under the Old Testament System, being commanded wasn’t originally the motivating factor.  Nor is it now!   Tithing isn’t imposed by a command, it’s first and foremost by Faith!! 
Few places cut to the heart of the matter better than Mal. 3:10 …”Prove me now herewith…if I will not open for you the windows of heaven,  And pour out for you such a blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.”   It’s a matter of Faith, and Faith is what tithing is all about, what doing it expresses. Tithing is by invitation, but our response requires Faith to acceptably satisfy!
The point is, do we believe God?   With tithing, there is an expectation, and there is an expression. The matrix that turns expectation into expression is Faith.  The greater degree of Faith is when there is expression even without regard to any expectation.
Those who would rather see tithing left out of the Christian experience are missing a degree of this vital component of Christianity.
Capture the sense of Hebrews 7.  Read it through carefully and thoughtfully.

The Author of the Book of Hebrews regarded it appropriate to address the tithing question in the context of the Abrahamic Covenant, where it all began.  We should as well, not from the context of the demise of the temporary Levitical Order.  
The Ultimate Beneficiary.
Ponder the… “Now without all contradiction, the less is blessed of the better”… statement made in Hebrews 7:7.   When one grasps the essence of Hebrews 7, ( in light of Genesis 14:18 &19 and Genesis 15 ), this statement will become vividly clear, as it confirms the Malachi 3:10 “windows of heaven” quote given above. 
No, Tithing is not a discontinued institution!       Not among the people of Faith, the True Seed of Abraham.                                                            Ω
� Hebrews 4:4-10  “Rest” in vs 9 is the Greek: “sabbatismos”, which means “keeping of the Sabbath” (see marginal note.)


� John 8: 33 & 37


� Hebrews 7:2,  Genesis 14:20


� Psalm 110:4 “The LORD hath sworn and will not repent, You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek”


� Hebrews 7:9  “Levi also,…paid tithes in Abraham.”


� Hebrews 7:12  This priesthood change necessitated also a change of the law!


�  Galatians 3:24  The OT legal system anticipated faith!


�  Hebrews 2:14 thru  3:6


� The name of the author of most epistles usually appears first in salutation.  See Hebrews 1:1.


�  Genesis 15:1-7 


�  Genesis 15:12


�  Matthew 27:46 & Mark 15:34


�  Mat. 27:51,  Mk. 15:38,  Lk. 23:45, & Jn. 19:38


�  John 19: 31 & 42,  Mark 15:42, Luke 23:54.


�  See my article on the Selfsame Day.


�  Daniel 7: 13 – 14. See my articles on the Ancient of Days.


�  Revelation 3:21 … I am set down in my Father’s throne…


�  Luke 24:49-50  …the “promise of the Father”…


�  Gal. 3:29 and John 8:39  (the latter is Christ to the Jews) 


�  Hebrews 7:17, quoting Psalm 110:4
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